[Pleural and mediastinal fibrosis with involvement of the external pericardium as a cause of decompensated heart failure].
Symptoms of cardiac failure were observed in a 60-year-old man 38 years after the therapy of cavernous tuberculosis of the right upper lobe with a paraffin oil plomb. The irritation by the paraffin oil induced a pleural and mediastinal fibrosis involving the pericardium. The rigid pericardium enclosed the heart and caused biventricular cardiac failure by the impaired diastolic filling. Possibilities of medical and surgical treatment are discussed.